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Sled Island Stirs Up Trouble in Calgary After Not
Censoring Holy Fuck's Band Name on Posters 
6/17/2009 By Brock Thiessen

Once again, Toronto’s Holy Fuck are igniting controversy, and again, it’s
because of their expletive-sporting name, not their music. This time, the
trouble is brewing in Calgary, where the band’s name was printed, minus any
censoring, on posters for the upcoming Sled Island Festival. 

According to a report by the CBC, this didn’t sit so well with many local
businesses when they found posters up with the words “Holy Fuck” on them. 

"One of the kids pointed out to me there are swear words on a poster,"
restaurant manager Ali Clark told the CBC. "That's appalling to find in a
family restaurant... It has a bunny on it. Imagine your eight-year-old going
over to read it." 

It also likely didn’t sit to well with some of the high-ranking corporate
sponsors, such as the Calgary Sun, the Calgary Arts Foundation and the City
of Calgary, all of whom were listed on the same offending poster. 

"Sounds to me like somebody didn't edit the poster well enough," Alderman
Ric McIver said. "I would say it was an unfortunate oversight and one that
should be corrected." 

And by the sounds of things, Sled Island festival director Zakary Pashak
agrees. "I looked at the poster and thought, 'Oh gee,'" he said, referring to
the words Holy Fuck. 

As a result, organizers are now reprinting the posters and adding in some
asterisks instead of the F word in full. 

"We apologize that those got into family restaurants," Pashak said. 

As previously reported, this year Holy Fuck and some 200 other bands will
be playing Sled Island, which takes place in Calgary June 24-27. 

• Check Out New Tracks by Shad, Bahamas, Oh No
Forest Fires and More in This Week’s Click Hear Round-
Up
• Mission of Burma Conjure Up New Full-Length
• Jim O’Rourke Finally Completes His Long-Awaited
New Album, Sets September 8 Release
• Daft Punk Get Their Very Own Chiptune Tribute
• Wale Preps His Attention: Deficit, Big Ups Canadian
Hip-Hop Peers K’naan and Drake
• No Age Losing Feeling This Fall with Post-Nouns
Release
• Boredoms Ready Super Roots 10, 9/09/09
Celebration and That Crazy Boat Cruise Thing
• Strung Out and Pour Habit Take Over Exclaim! TV in
Our Fresh, New Episode of Garageland
• Unfamiliar Records Head Slams Canada’s Music
Industry and Grant System, Calls Out the “Well-Funded
Mediocrity” of Bands Such As Metric and MSTRKRFT
• Vancouver’s Hard Feelings Ready Debut, Tour Western
Canada

David Last Vs. Zulu - Musically Massive 
There's no shortage of
talented electronic
producers collaborating
with vocalists to create
globally informed,
dancehall-inspired beats.
Musically Massive works
this massive palette of
rhythms and sounds with superior songwriting. While
the vocal content of many big, bass-y choons ofte...
Full Review

Gordon Monahan 
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